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Walled in by their dikes, the dwellers of the marsh districts have lived in 
marked isolation from each other and the world, with "cantonal disunion" as 
a result. Each little strip of marsh styles itself a ' ' land, ' ' and is characterized 
by distinctive traits and institutions. The particularism is heightened by the 
Elbe, which has always acted as a barrier between the two sides of its flood 
plain. 

The greatest problem of the people has been the control of the water, 
both river and underground. Out of the ' ' age-long war with the never-resting 
foe" the dike communities have emerged as victors. In this contest has been 
moulded the character of the marsh fanner, distinguished by doggedness, 
hard sense, and independence. In these lowlands has been developed the 
haughtiest breed of German bauern, who still carry coats of arms like noblemen. 

The latter part of the book considers the causes which are responsible for 
the great expansion of Hamburg, and those which so long retarded its growth. 

On the whole the author analyzes the geographical control of racial traits 
and social institutions, rather than of economic activities. In this delicate 
task he has succeeded remarkably well. He knows his region intimately, and 
writes of it feelingly. He has kept a clear eye and a warm heart at his task. 
The work has been decorated with the Great Medal of Honor by the High 
Senate of Hamburg. C. O. Satjer. 

Hungary's Fight for National Existence, or the History of the Great 
Uprising Led by Francis Bakoczi II. By Ladislas Baron Hengelmiiller. 
xx and 342 pp. Map, index. The Macmillan Co., New York, 1913. $3.25. 
9x6. 

"With the promise that in a later volume he will complete his history, the 
Ambassador of the Empire-Kingdom discusses one of the critical episodes in 
the life of the Hungarian nation. Any one who has ever felt stirred by 
Magyar enthusiasm and the passionate sentiment of proud nationality when 
the bands strike up the Bakoczi March may well feel curious to discover why 
so little information is available for the satisfaction of a natural desire to 
know something about Francis Bakoczi. They form but a small group, these 
national heroes; we cannot afford to be ignorant of any who have attained 
these laurels. This is the first work in English by means of which we could 
make the acquaintance of Bakoczi. Baron .Hengelmiiller has had access to 
many documents recently brought to light and has drawn therefrom a clear 
narrative of the Magyar struggle for national integrity down to the breaking 
off of the peace negotiations in 1706. 

Handbook of Baltic and White Sea Loading Ports, including 
Denmark. Bevised edit. By J. F. Myhre. 576 pp. Maps. W. Eider 
& Son, London, 1913. 21s. 9% x 6%. 

Covers all Baltic ports. The descriptive text is illustrated by black and 
white maps giving cartographic data as to harbors and coast contours. 

Tinlande et Finlandais. Ouvrage publifi sous la direction de Werner 
Soderhjelm. Par E. Hornborg, E. Jarnstrom and others. 330 pp. A. 
Colin, Paris, 1913. Fr. 3.50. 7% x 5. 

The unpretentious volume is supposed, as Prof. Soderhjelm modestly puts 
it, to give the reader "a few general notions on the different aspects of life 
in Finland, ' ' to serve as a means of orientation, as it were, for those interested 
in the recent political changes to which the country has been subjected, and 
to create a desire for a more thorough study of the country. To obtain this 
end, the efforts of a number of authors, each an authority on his subject, have 
been combined to write on the following topics: Geography, ethnology, history, 
and the parliamentary system, are described by E. Hornberg; intellectual 
culture and public schools, by E. Jarnstrom; Finnish art, especially in com- 
parison with French art, by A. Hartman; Finnish music, with a special 
appreciation of Jean Sibelius, by O. Andersson; Feminism in Finland, by Emma 
Saltzmann; Sports and hygiene, by E. Lampen; the industrial development, by 
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G.-R. Snellmann; Agriculture in Finland, by G. Grotenfelt. Although the 
book does not claim to be a scientific book in the narrower acceptance of the 
word, its spirit is more scientific than that of many a high-toned publication, 
owing to the perfect honesty and trustworthiness which characterizes every 
page; and there is not the slightest doubt that it will amply fulfill the above- 
mentioned purpose for which it was written. M. K. Genthe. 

1/ Albania. Di V. Mantegazza. 276 pp. Maps, ills. Bontempelli & In- 
vernizzi, Rome, 1912. L. 3.50. 7%x5. 
The Albanians are described far more extensively than their country. Their 
known history is recalled and the race portrayed as energetic, though quite 
primitive. The writer appears impressed by the courage and deep-seated 
religious feeling of the people. He fails to call attention to the influence of 
the region's rugged topography, to which the isolation of the race and the 
character of its individuals are due. It is plain that he treads on surer ground 
when dealing with the international problems centering around Albania. His 
views, however, smack of decided partiality to Italian interpretations of the 
Albanian question. 

A History of Greece to the Death of Alexander the Great. By 

J. B. Bury, xxv and 909 pp. Maps, ills., index. The Macmillan Co., 

New York, 1913. $2. 7% x 5%. 

The introductory chapter gives a good though brief summary of the geo- 
graphy of Greece. Seven maps serve well the purposes of cartographical illus- 
tration. In this second edition of Dr. Bury's History the larger part of 
Chapter 1 has been rewritten to conform with the recent discoveries made 
through the excavations of Sir Arthur Evans and other explorers. This com- 
pact, authoritative work may well be read in connection with some of the more 
recent writings on the physical geography of Greece by such men as A. Philipp- 
«on, C. Neumann and J. Partsch. 

Zuntand der Atmosphare iiber Europa am 6. Januar 1910. 

Heft 1, Synoptische Darstellungen atmosphariseher Zustande, Jahrgang, 
1910; 1. Serie Veroffentl. Geophysilcal. Inst, der Univ. Leipzig, heraus- 
gegeben von dessen Direktor V. Bjerknes. 13 map plates. 22 x 16. 

The importance of the step recently taken by the University of Leipzig in 
calling Professor Bjerknes to a new meteorological professorship in that insti- 
tution may be recognized in the prompt appearance of the first series of large 
synoptic charts showing the pressure distribution and air movement over 
Europe on the first international "term-day" of 1910. This publication is in 
many ways an epoch-making one for aerology and for meteorology. It is the 
first of a series which is to be continued in connection with the international 
exploration of the free air in Europe. The need of this cartographic pre- 
sentation of upper air conditions has been felt ever since "sounding the ocean 
of air" became a serious scientific undertaking; and under the extraordinarily 
able direction of Professor Bjerknes, the Geophysical Institute of the Uni- 
versity of Leipzig will, without doubt, be able to make aerological studies of 
the greatest value, whose practical bearings upon weather forecasting we shall 
in due time come to realize. 

Ten charts show, for Jan. 6, 1910, the "topography" of the ten "Haupt- 
schichten," i.e., the altitude, for fifty meter intervals, of the isobaric surfaces 
for every 100 millibars, or for pressures of 750, 675, 600, 525, 450, 375, 300, 
225, 150 and 75 mms. of pressure. There are further shown on each chart the 
thickness of the atmospheric stratum, for ten meter intervals, up to the 
next higher pressure surface. A new point about these charts is that they show 
the altitude of the isobaric surfaces, and not, as has been customary, the 
pressure distribution at definite altitudes. One reason for this change is that 
it greatly facilitates the numerical computations. In addition to the ten maps 
just referred to, the isobars and isotherms at sea level, and the sea level air 



